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Amendments to the claims 

Claims 1-9 (canceled) 

1 0. (Currently amended) A desktop card printer for printing data onto cards, 
comprising; 

an external communication link enabling communications with a device external to the 
card printer: 

a controller within the printer in communication with the communication link: 

a USB hub internal to said printer to e nable *ho printer to communicat e simultaneously 
with a plurality of d e vic es int e rnal and/or external to the print e r , 

at least one data writer in communication with tho USB hub, th e data writer configured to 
write data onto the cards ; and 

a plurality of data couplers connected to the data writer and the USB hub providing 
communications between the data writer and the USB hub . 

11. (Original) A desktop card printer according to claim 10, wherein said USB hub is 
electronically integrated therein. 

Claims 12-20 (canceled). 

2 1 . (Currently amended) A desktop card printer according to claim 1 0, wherein the 
data writer comprises a smart card contact and the data couplers comprise smart card data 
couplers, an d : and further compri s ing a plurality of smart onrd couplorn in flfrnimnninntinn with 
s aid USB hub and said contact, wherein a selected one of said couplers controls a data output of 
said contact, and said one of said couplers is selectable via said USB hub. 

22. (New) A desktop card printer for printing data onto plastic cards, comprising: 
an external communication link enabling communications with a device external to the 

card printer; 

a controller within the printer in communication with the communication link; 
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at least one data writer configured to write data onto the cards; and 
a plurality of data couplers connected to the data writer and the controller providing 
communications between the data writer and the controller. 

23. (New) A desktop card printer according to claim 22, wherein the data writer 
comprises a smart card contact and the data couplers comprise smart card data couplers, and 
wherein a selected one of said couplers controls a data output of said contact, and said one of 
said couplers is selectable via said controller* 

24. (New) A desktop card printer for printing data onto plastic cards, comprising: 
a plurality of external communication links enabling communications with a device 

external to the card printer; 

a controller within the printer in communication with at least one of the communication 

links; 

at least one data writer configured to write data onto the cards; and 
a plurality of data couplers connected to the data writer and a plurality of the external 
communication links providing communications between the data writer and the external device. 

25. (New) A desktop card printer according to claim 24, wherein the data writer 
comprises a smart card contact and the data couplers comprise smart card data couplers* and 
wherein a selected one of said couplers controls a data output of said contact, and said one of 
said couplers is selectable via the external device. 
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